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She graduated with honors from 

the Ignacy Jan Paderewski 

Academy of Music of Poznań in the class of Prof. Waldemar Andrzejewski.  

Doctor of Musical Arts and appointed Lecturer at the Department of the 

Pianoforte of the Academy - is a leading Polish pianist of the young 

generation. She has won awards and prizes at twenty-one international and 

Polish piano competitions and festivals, including: 

• the 1st prize at the International Piano Competition “Artur Rubinstein 

In Memoriam” in Bydgoszcz (1996); 

• the 2nd prize at the 7th European Chopin Competition in Darmstadt 

(2002); 

• the 2nd prize and a special award for the best performance of pieces by 

Szymanowski at the 5th International Karol Szymanowski Competition 

in Łódź (2001); 
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• the 3rd prize and an award of the audience at the 5th International 

Piano Competition in Cologne, Germany (2001); 

• the main prize at the 30th Festival of Polish Piano Music in Słupsk 

(1996). 

She has also won competitions of chamber music: 

• the 1st prize at the National Polish Competition of Ensembles of 

Chamber Music in Bydgoszcz, and an award for the best pianist of the 

Competition (1994); 

• the 1st prize and the Grand Prix “Apollo’s Chariot” at the National 

Polish Competition of Chamber Music in Wrocław (1995). 

In December 1996, on the strength of her recordings, the Japanese Music 

Foundation JESC granted her its scholarship for the best young Polish 

pianist. 

Joanna Marcinkowska has given recitals and performed as a soloist with 

symphony orchestras in many cities of Poland. She has appeared with such 

renowned ensembles as the Polish Radio Chamber Orchestra “Amadeus” 

under Agnieszka Duczmal or the Orchestra “Concerto Avenna” under 

Andrzej Mysiñski, and with distinguished Polish and foreign conductors 

including Tadeusz Strugała, Jerzy Salwarowski, Marek Pijarowski, 

Grzegorz Nowak, Ruben Silva, Bohdan Jarmołowicz, Jan Miłosz Zarzycki, 

Ian Hobson, Helmut Froschauer, Gert Sell and Vladimir Kiradjiev. As a 

chamber musician, she has collaborated with artists such as Stanisław 

Firlej, Michał Grabarczyk, Bartosz Bryła, Agata Szymczewska, Michał 

Bryła, Marcel Markowski. She has given recitals abroad in Austria, 

Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Great Britain, Hungary, 

Macedonia, the Netherlands, Portugal and Sweden, and outside Europe in 

the USA and China. 

She has taken part in numerous prestigious piano festivals in Poland and 

abroad. She gave recitals and performed as a soloist with symphony 
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orchestras at International Chopin Festivals in Duszniki-Zdrój (1997, 

2000), Antonin (“Chopin in the Colors of the Autumn,” 1996), Vienna 

(1999), in Salzburg at the famous Mozarteum-Saal (1999), Gaming (1997), 

at the International Festival “Eminent Winners of Piano Competitions” in 

Hanover (2002), at Festivals of Polish Piano Music in Słupsk (1996, 2000, 

2004, 2007, 2011), the Festival “Paderewski Days” in Kąśna Dolna, the 

Festival “Music and Visual Arts” in Lublin, the 1st International Artur 

Rubinstein Festival in Łódź (2008), the 1st Chopin Festival “Chopiniada” at 

the Little Philharmonic in Puszczykowo, the 2nd Musical Festival 

“Barbakan” in Kraków (2009), the Festival “The Stars Promote” in Jelenia 

Góra (2010), the Festival “Piano Passion” in Saint-Étienne (2010), the 

Festival “Frederic Chopin Spring” in Gliwice ( 2012 ) and the Witold 

Lutosławski Festival in Szczecin (2000); at the latter event she gave the 

première performance of the 4th Piano Sonata by the Poznań composer 

Mirosław Bukowski. In 2002 she gave recitals of pieces by Karol 

Szymanowski at International Musical Festivals in Sofia and Plovdiv 

(Bulgaria). 

She has earned the Medal of the Young Arts, awarded to Poznań artists of 

the young generation for outstanding achievements,  the Hipolit Cegielski 

Medal of the Young Positivist for successful organic work and the Merit to 

Polish Culture distinction.  Furthermore, on numerous occasions she has 

been granted artistic scholarships of the Minister of Culture of the Republic 

of Poland and the Fryderyk Chopin Society of Warsaw, as well as those of 

the City of Poznań and the Marshal of the Province of Greater Poland. 

Joanna Marcinkowska has recorded compositions by W. A. Mozart, J. 

Haydn, R. Schumann, F. Chopin, P. Czajkowski, C. Debussy and K. 

Szymanowski, released on compact disks and cassettes. The television 

programs in which she has performed include a recital of music by Chopin, 

recorded on the 187th anniversary of the composer’s birthday. She has also 
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recorded a program of Chopin’s music for Polish Radio “Merkury” in 

Poznań. 

In 2009, Joanna Marcinkowska conducted a two weeks’ Master Piano Class 

at the Central School at the Conservatory of Music in Beijing. She also gave 

a special piano recital in that city. 

 

 

Repertoire with orchestra 
 

W. A. Mozart       -  Piano Concerto in D minor KV 466 

  -  Piano Concerto in A major KV 488 

L. van Beethoven -  Piano Concerto in G major Op. 58 

F. Chopin             -   Piano Concerto in E minor Op. 11 

     -   Piano Concerto in F minor Op. 21 

     -   Variations on “La ci darem la mano” Op. 2 

     -   Fantasy on Polish Airs in A major Op. 13 
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  -  Andante spianato and Grande Polonaise  

      in E flat major Op. 22 

                               -  Cello Sonata in G minor, Op. 65 -   

                                  Transformation for piano and orchestra  

                                      (arr. Kazimierz Rozbicki) 

F. Liszt                  -  I Piano Concerto in E flat Major 

J. Brahms             -  I Piano Concerto in D minor Op. 15 

E. Grieg                -   Piano Concerto in A minor Op. 16 

S. Rachmaninow  -  II Piano Concerto in C minor Op. 18 

I.J. Paderewski    -   Piano Concerto in A minor Op. 17 

M. Ravel               -   Piano Concerto in G major 

W. Lutosławski   -  Variations on a Theme by Paganini  

                                  (version for Piano and Orchestra,1978) 

 

Examples of piano recital programs  
(  possibility of different configurations  )  

 

Recital  No. 1     -  Chopin Recital    

   F. Chopin       -  Ballade G minor op. 23 

                          -  Impromptu  F sharp major op. 36 

                          -  Rondo E flat major op. 16 

   -  Scherzo B flat minor op. 31 

           ***** 

   -  Nocturne F sharp minor op. 48 no 2 

   -  Valse  A flat major op. 34 no 1 

   -  Valse E flat major op. 18 

   -  Valse A flat major op. 42 

   -  Mazurkas op. 24 

   -  Andante spianato and Grande Polonaise in E flat  

                                                               major op. 22 
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Recital No. 2      -  Polish Piano Music ( I ) 

 

  F. Chopin           - Nocturne D flat major  op. 27 no 2 

                             - Sonata B minor op. 58 

                                     ***** 

  I. J. Paderewski  - Legende A Flat major op. 16 no 1 

                             -  Sonata E flat minor op. 21    
 

 

Recital No. 3      - Polish Piano Music ( II ) 

 

  F. Chopin            - Nocturne B major op. 62 no 1 

                              - Fantasia-Impromptu c sharp minor op. 66 

                              -  Polonaise E flat minor op. 26 no 2 

                              -  Valse C sharp minor op. 64 

                              -  Valse F major op. 34 no 3 

                              -  Scherzo B minor  op. 20 

                                      ***** 

  K. Szymanowski -  Fantasy  C major op. 14 

                              -  Mazurkas op. 50 no 1 - 4 

                              -  Serenade de Don Juan from “Masques” 

                              -  Variations b flat minor op. 3 
 

 

Recital No. 4         - Piano Transcriptions 

 

F. Chopin                    -   Variations in B flat major on “La ci darem la 

                                        mano” from Mozart’s opera Don Giovanni  

                                        op. 2 

R. Wagner – F. Liszt  -   Isolde’s Love Death  from Tristan & Isolde 

G. Verdi – F. Liszt      -   Aida   Paraphrase      

                                    -   Rigoletto   Paraphrase 

                                               ***** 

P. Czajkowski- M. Pletnev - Concert Suite from the Ballet 

                                              The Nutcracker  

-  Concert Suite from the Ballet  

    The Sleeping  Beauty 
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Recital No. 5        - Classical Piano Sonatas 

 

  J. Haydn                 - Sonata C major  Hob. XVI/50 

                                 - Sonata E flat major  Hob. XVI/52 

                                              ***** 

 L. van Beethoven    - Sonata C major  op. 53 

                                 - Sonata A flat major  op. 110 

 

Recital No. 6          

 

R. Schumann           -  Arabesque op. 18  

                                 - Sonata F sharp minor  op. 11 

                                              ***** 

M. Ravel                  - Gaspard de la nuit  

                                 - Jeux d’eau 

                                 - Alborada del grazioso 

M. de Falla               - Fantasia Baetica 

 

 

 

From Press Reviews 
 

 

(…)After the intermission, there was another monumental piece, more majestic 

Romantic music and more excellent piano: the piano concerto by Grieg, with the 

solo part played by Joanna Marcin¬kowska. This musician has appeared at the 

Festival for several years now, and since her first victory at the Competition of 

the Young, she has presented to the public only the best of the art of the piano: 

all of her performances achieve perfection through the artist’s involvement, 

warmth and emotion. Having heard the concerto by Grieg, one can only say: this 

was a spellbinding symbiosis of masterful piano technique, great art and 

spiritual sensitivity, a perfect performance. The conductor and the musicians of 

the orchestra must have felt the same, as they reached the acme of their skills 

when accompanying the soloist.(…) 

                                       Kazimierz Rozbicki, Muzyka 21, November 2011 
 

 

“(…)Evidence that the Polish art of the piano is not yet quite on the wane was 

provided during the same programme by Joanna Marcinkowska, one of the most 

talented pianists of the younger generation and a winner of the international 
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competitions in Bydgoszcz and Darmstadt. Her beautiful performance of the 

piano concerto in A minor by Grieg did her considerable credit and gave much 

pleasure to the audience.(…)” 

                                              Józef Kański, Ruch Muzyczny, 30 October 2011 
 

 

(…)The concert began with a performance by Joanna Marcinkowska, who was 

playing (as she confessed to us, for the first time in her life) a Pleyel pianoforte 

from Chopin’s times. More and more pianists nowadays are trying to produce 

sounds as close as possible to those that the composers heard. Accordingly, this 

graceful instrument with a clear and balanced sound had been selected for the 

concert. It had been feared that the piano may turn out to be too small for the 

theater’s large hall, but the excellent acoustics of the venue proved this concern 

to be unfounded. 

The Polish pianist had prepared a perfect program consisting of a highly 

diversified selection of Chopin’s most beautiful pieces, including a nocturne, the 

Impromptu, the Andante spianato et grande polonaise, a waltz and the scherzo 

in B flat minor. Joanna Marcinkowska managed to combine a precise melodic 

line and resonant sound with a rare sense of rhythm, care for details and 

nuances, and a restrained rubato. Her highly convincing performances struck 

with her understanding of the bel canto and, what is important for the virtuoso 

compositions by Chopin, a remarkable simplicity and sincerity. The Fantaisie-

Impromptu complemented the recital as the encore. (…) 

                           Jean-Luc Perrot , La Tribune—Le Progrès, May 4, 2010 
 

The Poznań Sorceress of the Piano 

Who else in our city in the year 2009 can afford such an extensive instrumental 

recital with such a diversified repertoire and such a technique of playing? One 

could well ask this question after the performance of the Poznañ pianist Joanna 

Marcinkowska at the Aula Nova on Sunday. 

(…) We heard a sequence of pieces by Fryderyk Chopin (a nocturne, a waltz, a 

scherzo, four mazurkas, the Andante spianato and the polonaise in E flat major), 

Gaspard de la nuit by Maurice Ravel and a suite from the ballet The Nutcracker  

by Pyotr Tchaikovsky (arranged by Mikhail Pletnev). This excellent pianist’s 

principal strengths, beside her breathtaking technique, are the impressive 

sincerity and clarity of playing, and her sense of sound. The artist ended the two-

hour recital with a majestic encore: Franz Liszt’s paraphrase of a theme from the 

opera Rigoletto by Giuseppe Verdi. 

                                      Andrzej Chylewski, Głos Wielkopolski, May 20, 2009 
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Tchaikovsky: Concert Suites 

Mikhail Pletnev, pianist, conductor, author and performer of numerous 

transcriptions of pieces by Russian composers, may boast a personal approach to 

his repertoire, a great intuition and creative potential in his quest of new 

manners of performance, and is easily recognizable by his peculiar treatment of 

the issues of articulation and rhythm. It may be claimed that this excellent 

musician in certain respects does not comply with what is generally considered 

the distinguishing characteristics of the Russian school of piano playing, yet he 

always manages to capture the audience’s attention. If the author of the 

transcriptions is himself their unsurpassed performer, then can the audience 

expect anything more? Joanna Marcinkowska proves that it indeed can. This 

young pianist, winner of many competitions, displays the ability, so rare 

nowadays, to combine harmoniously the epic and lyrical (rendering the latter in 

a peerless way) with the virtuoso ingredient of a piece, without disturbing its 

intrinsic integrity. Her lyricism radiates with warmth, and her virtuosity is 

always secondary to the musical idea of the composition.(…) 

                                      Bogusław Rottermund, Ruch Muzyczny, August 2008 

 

 

(…)The performer of the afternoon concert at the Castle was Joanna 

Marcinkowska, who in an outstanding manner played piano transcriptions (by 

Mikhail Pletnev) of music from Tchaikovsky’s ballets The Nutcracker and The 
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Sleeping Beauty, a total of eighteen dances enchanting with their color and 

surprising by their rich texture, which the pianist brought out amazingly. Later 

she played with Bartosz Bryła (violin) and Stanisław Firlej (violoncello) a 

transcription of Schönberg’s early piece Verklärte Nacht for piano trio. All the 

three reached the heights of chamber music excellence, sculpting the expressive 

and romantic composition by the founding father of dodecaphony with 

extraordinary sensitivity.(…) 

                                                 Kazimierz Rozbicki, Muzyka 21, October 2007 

 

 

(…)Most spectacular was the performance of the Poznań pianist Joanna 

Marcinkowska, who eight years ago had won the Competition Artur Rubinstein 

In Memoriam in Bydgoszcz, and now, accompanied by the Koszalin symphonic 

orchestra conducted by Aleksandar Marković, played Brahms’s Concerto in D 

Minor with so much understanding of the monumental musical form, with such 

suggestive and unabating tension of the long-range melodic narrative, and with 

such dynamic power and brio where the style of the composition allowed them 

(at the end of the 1st movement and in the Finale), that she brought about a 

spontaneous outburst of the audience’s delight. This was a truly joyful 

experience, and a foremost attraction of this year’s Festival.(…) 

                                               Józef Kański, Ruch Muzyczny, October 2004 

 

 

(…)Beside the appearance of Tadeusz Strugała, another attraction of this 

evening was the recital of Joanna Marcinkowska, a highly talented pianist, the 

winner of twenty-one national Polish and foreign competitions. She is probably 

the first graduate in the entire history of the Poznań Academy with so many 

brilliant achievements in the realm of piano playing. On Friday, Joanna 

Marcinkowska played the 1st Piano Concerto in E flat Major by Ferenc Liszt, an 

ornate piece tightly packed with late-Romantic emotions, not only in the 

orchestral score, but also, and principally, in the part of the solo piano. I was 

truly fascinated to hear and see this very young and lean lady manage the 

powerful chords, the roulades played in intervals of an octave, the technical 

difficulties of the fingering, the dynamics and the contrasting emotions. She 

reaffirmed her worth as a pianist by the encore, which was another piece by 

Liszt, the Tarantella. The soloist, the conductor and most musicians of the 

orchestra deserved the ovation at the end of the concert.(…) 

                        Tadeusz Szantruczek, Gazeta Poznańska, Feb. 14–15, 2004 
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CONTACT : 

 
Joanna Marcinkowska 

 

Tel. + 48 609 483 787 

e-mail: joanna.marcinkowska3@wp.pl 

www.joannamarcinkowska.pl 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

    

 


